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Of all the students and children, as well as the staff who ®fe recently welcomed a new volunteer who has
with us today there are very few who actually met, orevens&R PH I URP WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWH
Father Ray. WLPH RXWVLGH WKH 8 6 VR VKF
They've all heard about him, thanked him in their daily prayeh&gr mum and grandmother, who just happens to be
paid respect at his statue and Iooked up at his portrait thaf BW KHU 5D\{V \RXQJHU VLVWHU
hanging in  mostE NS W e e oo rox roecs v aseenns [ - Haley was  just
buildings, but many@ four years of age
were not even borr} when Father Ray
when he was alive S passed away, but
But what surprisesj®®: over the years
me is the amount of§" ¥ she has heard
people who come tg stories about
RXU RI¢FH Uncle Ray from
an email saying tha her mother, her
they want to help thg four aunts and of
work of Father Ray. | course her grand
Each year we wel | mother.
come Vvisitors from y As the eldest
around the worldfi4 ; of Father Ray's
who want to see thg - 8% twelve great
work we are doing nieces and neph
and we welcome many foreign volunteers who want to be gawts, we are hoping that Haley will encourage her
of our work. cousins and siblings that they too should carry on the
, RQFH ZHQW LQWR )DWKHU 5D\{V- Rwerk tHatWa&haRapstaridd P WKDW WKH 6
porean Army had arrived with a truck load of donations.
He came and met the soldiers, shook hands with them all, Update
asked the one in charge if they had ever met before? No, ¢ | told you in the December newsletter that we
the reply, so Father Ray asked all the soldiers if they had ¢ had been informed by the government that they
met, and again the answer was ‘NO'. will NOT pe having a disability frien_dly_ bridge
Then he asked them a question which at the time | thou CVEr the eight lane highway which is right out
was strange, ‘If we've never met, and you've never been h side ourmain EELE: . :
before, then why do you do this? Why have you driven all 1 bl el clnimolsza) [ lsis [Pessmios Just
after we sent out the newsletter, that the bridge
ZD\ I[URP 6LQJDSRUH ZLWK WKLV WL

_ will now be built and will be ready in April this
, QRZ ¢QG PAVHOI VRPHWLPHV DVNL year. Imagine our surprise! Then | read in ear

itors. Why do they want to help us? It's an unusual questic Eepryary that it is delayed and won't be ready
suppose, but | am intrigued why people want to help our ¢l ntil July; I'm not holding my breath for work to

dren and students. start, but it looks like it may be happening. One
| suppose it means that we are doing something right. day soon, this year hopefully!
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used to him.
Then | jumped onto my motor

| hope it's not too late to wish you
all a very Happy New Year, and
also to tell you all about the festiv
LWLHV KHUH LQ 3DW

Children’s Village, with a very
Iarge bag containing sixty choco

Ry

journey | have ever made.

Just as | arrived at the Village s
did the ice-cream, and we had
doughnut and

and chocolate chips.

the children ate so much food the
didn't need to make lunch, but the

In past years it always seems toC
late to write about Christmas in th?
March issue of our newsletter, bu
the Christmas that just passed Was
one of the busiest we, or | shoul
say |, have ever had.

I’'m not complaining, but I'm only
human and can only be in one pIacRI
and at one party at a time. '
It all started on the morning ofJ I'ttl d' tiust a f d ¢
Christmas Eve, the 24th, Witha lttle dirty, not just a few drops o
the gift giving at the Vocational
6FKRRO IRU 3HRSOH
ties. Thankfully the school is on
the same complex as the Day Car
Center who were having their own,;
party at the same time, so | was
rushing back and forward and 1ry
LQJ WR FDWFK 6DQW
Just imagine seventy young todj
dlers, two and three years of age®
and while they’ve all seen photos,
RI 6DQWD &ODXV W
ally seen him in person, until nows
6RPH RI WKHP FRX

she d
ating

hey
were

tyI

WEHY ZHYH,
e evening O
loads of children and students \sit

sing Christmas carols.

we hug this big white man in a rec™
suit like the nannies are telllng us

I|ke we want to do? Many chose
the latter, but the toddlers soon got

ice-cream party/
complete with chocolate, straw ¥
berry and toffee sauces, sprinkleg

The house mothers were happy a

melted ice-cream on a t-shirt, | mearf

"G WKH ODUJH KRWHtheB'@'?Px

Now, | have a question for you. I'm
always hearing that people of other

bike and rode 1lkms up to thereligions are trying to stop people<cel

ebrating Christmas. That nowadays
you have to say Happy Holidays in

ghnuts hanging from onestead of Merry Christmas, just in case
ndlebars not the easiesit upsets other religions.

e Well my

4 guestion to

you is this,

what relt
& TR gion  were
the three

young la

= dies who

A sang loud

2oy est in the

Christmas

Choir from

the vocational school? If you guessed
Muslim, then you guessed right.

The majority of Thai people are Bud
dhists, with the second biggest group
being Muslims, and yet everyone had
a wonderful time together. There is no
rule in any religion which says you're
not allowed to singlingle Bells and
We Wish you a Merry Christmas, and
our choir this year were louder than
in previous years, thanks to our three
Muslim ladies.

Christmas morning, the 25th, | was
ver at the Drop-In Center for break
ast with the children.

W .
f%gﬁ 4#' Six bUS They wanted to eat fruit for breakfast,
VR WKDW LV ZKDW WKFE

g‘@a'@%@v w’ﬁq‘f‘rﬂ”eﬁ/ F

and, to everyone's dell sever
al punnets of strawberries. Can you
believe that some of the
children had never tasted
a strawberry? Apart from
the fruit there were a few
tins of chocolate biscuits;
well chocolate does grow
| on trees!
7KLV ZDV WKH
Christmas that they were
BN celebrating; they'd nev

" er celebrated before,
never received a Christ
mas present, or even had
strawberries for breakfast!
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$QG QR VRRQHU KDG , ¢ QLVKHG B\e sADd\sbDgé \Wlaie@ ganesvard Ehen irdifeH. N& just
lunch. Lunch was with the children from the Childrenlgtle shower, but a heavy torrential downpour.
Home and to a local seafood restaurant which one of burever, or hardly ever rains at this time of year, well not
sponsors treats them to. The tables are set beautifully, ald 3SDWWD\D DQG DW (¢UVW QR RQ
then the food starts to arrive, and doesn't stop. Therevés actually raining. Then everyone got to work. The old
spicy king prawn soup, fried rice with crab, baked dug ] er boys picked
D ZKROH IULHG (VK 9LHWQDPHYV QM \the Qhaxbk H G
with the arrival of the fruit platters and by then the-ch cues, all the
dren could eat no more. PDWV RQ WK
were rolled up,
the youngsters
picked up all
the food and the
s JLIWYV  WKH
WLHU ELUWKGD\ DQG 1HZ <HDU FD
carefully lifted and within a few short minutes we were all
under shelter.
It rained for a whole hour but that didn't stop the fun, al
though there was one small problem.
When the doughnuts arrived, the boxes were opened an
it was discovered that they weren't all chocolate! There
— wasn’t enough chocolate doughnuts for everyone who
Once the food was eaten we held a lucky draw and eweanted a choco -
single child, teenager and college and university studiet¢ doughnut ang
received a gift. so there was a ma
By the time evening arrived | was exhausted. | went batkamble for theg
to my room, made a cup of tea, read the newspaper ematolate one
fell asleep, not waking up until the next morning. Hardly a prob
On the evening of the 26th, Boxing Day, the children aletin that was go
students from all the projects came together and joiregl to spoil a grea
the staff for the annualevening.
Christmas party. More thanHappy New Year 2017 everyone.

one thousand sat down for
dinner and performances We've wished you all a Happy New Year for this

by the children, which this Yyear, 2017, but here in Thailand we celebrate the ar
Christmas were subduec rival of a new year three times. Yes, three times.
following the passing of We party with the rest of the world in celebrating on
His Majesty King Bhumi December 31st, a few weeks later we join in the fun
bol in October. for Chinese New Year and then the Thai New Year,
But you can’t keep 1000 children quiet for longand RU 6RQJNUDQ DUULYHV LQ PLG |
usual the noise got louder and louder, but the children | April is the hottest month of the year, so to cool

a wonderful time, as we knew they would. everyone down during the Thai New Year the whole
We had a few nation throws water over each other.

quiet days until You have to see it to believe it!

New Years Eve
and | was at
the Children’s
Home for a bar
becue. It was a'

Did you know?

| only recently found this out, but Father Ray appears
in one of Michael Jackson’s videos. Man in the Mirror
lovely evening, ; is a song that features on his 1997 albBad. Watch

not too hot, nice : the video, and about half way through you will see
breeze b|ow|ng and keep|ng everythw]g and everyc Fathel‘ ChrIStmaS We" thats aCtua"y Father Rayl
cool.
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m ~gested | was not 100% in favour, but
il = « nowl think it is one of the best deci

: .......’:,f;_,u ..;;‘f:“’ _' ! sions that was ever made here at the

Father Ray Foundatlon

L]

We have tried over the years to-b

FRPH PRUH VHOI VXI| oM e

m__

of cutting our costs and trying t%‘!"'_-"-_ \
help ourselves

m We have
Cbouilt
chicken
coops, pig

ponds and g
we even £
breed
frogs
sell at
the mar
i ket. We
have around 200 lime trees proeug
ing fruit, as well as trees producing
bananas, guavas, papayas and our
mushroom houses are giving food he 28th of January passed like a
almost every day. other day, but it was the one yeaje £/ ;
We are even producing our ownDPQQLYHUVDU\ RI WK!'' 2! 2t 8o nattal ol
cleaning detergent, which is friendof the Father Ray Center for Chi  This newsletter is written by me,
ly to the ) GUHQ ZLWK 6SHFLD c Derek Franklin, who came as a vol
environ | Last year we all gathered to we unteer for 6 months and never left.

ment, and FRPH +5+ 3ULQFHVV 16 years after arriving | am now-re
recently! 6LULQGKRUQ ZKR D U sponsible for fundraising and publi¢
a project "4 declare the new building open. relations at the Foundation.

has just= 6LQFH WKHQ D ORW | h_ope you enjoy reading abo_ut our
completed- dren are being educated, teenag children and students, and if you

which will oy @ . are studying at a level they can-u have any comments about the news
save  us-Al % & derstand, toddlers are learning  letter please write to me derek@
hundreds< \®% walk, to read and write and the fr-ray.org.

of thou '/ are in a place and with teachers a Thank you for helping our children.
sands, if'/ ﬂ’ therapists that understand them,. ... .
not  mik L know what their needs are and glv :
lions of Baht each year. them what they need.

One of our supporters decided t
sell his boat and he promised tha
he would give us a percentage of t
sale price. However, he wouldn'’t bg
giving us cash, instead he purchase
700 solar panels from a company i .
China. On the day they arrived i §:§A0blle'+66 (0)91 717 9089
3IDWWD\D KH KDG DO . _ i Fax: +66 (0) 38 420 340
IHVVLRQDO VRODU SDUHU LUVWUUUHRU w Hnfa@fr-ray.org  www.fr-ray.org

in from France and who has sperftach morning | watch as a few of

the past seven months on the roofge older boys go off to do thejiBank Account: Bangkok Bank Ltd.
of three of our buildings. work placements at cafes and-red.Banglamung Chonburi Branch

It is estimated that they will lasttaurants and in the evening the!’iurrent Account: 342-3-04125-4
WZHQW\ ¢YH \HDUV Dree hoDe ko playpagcceHand th Seacon Square Bangkok Branch :
will save approximately 1,300,000dinner with their friends. i Current Account: 232-3-02275-2 i
Baht, all of which can then be usedi will admit that when the idea of BTH
on our children and students. EXLOGLQJ WKLV &H QWHG dﬁB’@‘ LP{;W MXAL

?:ather Ray Foundation

| 440 Moo 9, Sukhumvit Road,
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