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WHAT IS THE FATHER RAY FOUNDATION?

Named after its founder, the American Redemptorist priest Father Ray Brennan, The 
Father Ray Foundation is the umbrella organisation for several social projects mostly 
in Pattaya, on the east coast of Thailand. These projects include the:

•	 Pattaya Redemptorist School for the Blind 
•	 Father Ray Day Care Center 
•	 Pattaya Redemptorist Technological College for People with Disabilities 
•	 Father Ray Children’s Village 
•	 Father Ray Children’s Home 
•	 Father Ray School for Children with Special Needs 

THE ROLE OF A VOLUNTEER

Being a volunteer at the Father Ray Foundation is one of the most rewarding 
experiences you are likely to ever experience! We have various roles within the 
organization depending on your skills and the length of time you can commit.

All our roles come with different duties and different responsibilities. Number One on 
the list is to make the children and students’ lives better! This could be making one 
of our children smile and laugh, or improving a student’s English.

At the Father Ray Foundation we do not charge a fee to volunteer (we only ask you 
to buy your uniform, but that is only 1000 Baht/approximately $30USD, which isn’t 
too bad!). However, we in return expect you to treat the work you do the same as you 
would a paid job. The one thing we tell all volunteers, the more you put in, the more 
you will get out. Even if it is playing wheelchair basketball on a Tuesday evening 
(which	is	completely	optional,	but	no	one	is	yet	to	lose	a	finger)	or	taking	the	blind	
children to a water park on a Sunday! 

The	volunteers	work	five	and	a	half	days	per	week,	though	they	are	required	to	be	
available if we need them for special occasions. The volunteers also take the local 
Thai holidays and many of the non-Thai holidays off work. 

The volunteers live at the Redemptorist Center, where they are accommodated in 
single	rooms	and	three	meals	a	day	are	provided.	Specific	work	schedules	are	given	
to the volunteers on arrival at the Father Ray Foundation, however these depend on 
the	number	of	volunteers	available	and	the	amount	of	volunteers	requested	by	the	
various projects. 
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We have in the past had volunteers from the US, Canada, China, Japan, Denmark, 
Switzerland, Germany, France, the Netherlands, Australia, Belgium, Ireland and the 
UK	to	name	just	a	few	countries.	One	of	the	most	difficult	aspects	of	being	here	in	
Thailand is not the hot weather, the different culture or the language barrier: it is 
having	to	live	and	work	with	other	people	who	you	don’t	know.	It	can	be	difficult	at	
times, but we hope and expect volunteers to be tolerant of others. 

Most volunteers will teach English at The Pattaya Redemptorist Technological 
College for People with Disabilities which has over 220 young Thai adults; they are 
educated to a level that will enable them to become independent and worthwhile 
members	of	society.	Many	of	them	have	not	even	finished	their	secondary	education,	
some have had to do menial jobs or beg on the streets to make a living. The school 
is part of their journey where they can turn their lives around.

The school terms are from May – October & November – March, so teachers who 
can commit for a full term are more than welcome. Teachers teach 3 – 5 classes per 
day	across	the	various	projects	(depending	on	your	specific	role)	and	are	expected	
to be well prepared for each class. We have a support network between volunteers, 
so do not worry! Help and support will be given during your time here.

Every afternoon, Monday to Thursday, several volunteers who are not teaching at 
the College will travel across town to the School for the Blind. Volunteers arrange 
activities, play games, go swimming and take kids to beach. Here we just want to 
make these lives brighter. Students are aged from kindergarten age, up to early 
twenties. Volunteers also teach basic and conversational English for one hour per 
day. The highlight for many of the volunteers (and children!) is when we take the 
children to a local water park on some Sundays at the end of term, a highlight of the 
year/term for the children! 

Volunteers will also teach English at the Father Ray School for Children with Special 
Needs, a tough but very rewarding challenge. Children who attend the School are 
living with autism, cerebral palsy, Downs Syndrome and learning disabilities. 

On Saturdays, volunteers attend the Children’s Home and Children’s Village. Here 
volunteers duties include playing games, sports, baking, making crafts and as well 
as teaching English through games and activities.  

Several volunteers will work full time at the Father Ray Day Care Center where they 
will work alongside the local Thai staff caring and educating some of the poorest 
toddlers in Pattaya. Each morning 60-80 toddlers arrive to spend their day in a safe 
environment and we need help at meal times, in the class rooms, bathrooms and 
play time. 
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HOW TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER

We are looking for people who are willing to make a commitment to help others 
who are less fortunate than they are. We want volunteers who are enthusiastic, like 
working as a team, but who are also able to work alone. We expect all volunteers to 
respect the rules of the Father Ray Foundation and respect the culture of Thailand. 
With more than 850 children and students with disabilities under our care we have to 
make sure that we accept the right people to work at our projects.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please send an application package 
which must:
•	 Complete the online application form available on our website on the volunteer 

section 
•	 Your CV/Resume including a recent photo (to check for facial tattoos, piercings 

etc)
•	 2 references, which will be checked 
•	 A preferred date you would like to start (April or October)
•	 If	you	are	a	trained	professional	and	have	skills	that	we	require,	please	contact	

us so we can discuss the opportunity further.

If you successfully get through this stage, we will then have a Skype interview, this 
is	also	your	opportunity	to	ask	any	questions.	A	good	level	of	English	is	required	to	
communicate within the Foundation.

If you are offered a volunteering post at the foundation and would like to accept, we 
require	a	Criminal	Record	Check	(CRB	or	DBS).	If	you	have	been	living	abroad	for	the	
past	year	we	then	require	a	Criminal	Record	Check	from	that	country.	We	are	not	
able to accept any volunteer who does not provide the Foundation with a Criminal 
Records Check. 

We will not consider an application until we have all the documents listed above. If 
we feel you are suitable, we will send you more information about being a volunteer. 
This will include the Volunteer Agreement, Rules & Regulations, advice on getting 
the correct visa, and additional information that will be useful. We will give you a 
date you can start, but we do ask that if you are not accepting our offer, you inform 
us so we can offer the place to someone else. 

Being a volunteer does cost money. Unlike many volunteer agencies we do not 
charge any fees for accommodation or food (apart from the cost of the uniform), 
but the volunteer must pay their own visa fees, airfares, medical insurance, and any 
other expenses they may have. You will need to apply for a visa, and we will assist 
with this by writing a letter of introduction to an Embassy/Consulate, but we cannot 
pay for visas. 

Please email all applications to: luke@fr-ray.org
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THE PROJECTS

Since its opening in 1984 more than three thousand young adults living with a 
disability have graduated from the Redemptorist Vocational School for People with 
Disabilities.

New students arrive from across the 
country, and have a selection of courses 
to choose from: Computer Business in 
English, Electronic Repair, Information 
Systems, Mould & Dye and there is also 
an Elementary Education course for 
those who have had little of no formal 
education.

Each course last two years and the school 
provides education, accommodations, 
meals and health care free of charge. In 
return, the school expects the students 
to study hard, pass their examinations 
and join the workforce as worthwhile 
members of society.

The school also encourages the students 
to take up a sport, and students have 
gone on to participate in local, national 
and international sporting events, such 
as the Asian Games, the South East 
Asian Games and also the Paralympic 
Games; in the Rio 2016 Paralympic 
Games two former students won gold medals, to go with the gold medals they won 
four years previous at the London 2012 Games.

Not only is the school free, but it also guarantees that all graduating students will 
have employment when they leave and they will be able to, and in the words of the 
school’s founder, Father Ray Brennan, ‘earn their own rice’.

There is a sister school in the northern city of Nong Khai which offers similar courses 
to young adults living with a disability.

Redemptorist Technological College for People with Disabilities 
Founded 1984
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Since	the	School	for	the	Blind	first	opened	in	the	mid	1980’s,	it	has	provided	blind	
and visually impaired children with an education that will give them the opportunity 
to become independent members of society.

The school educates the students following the 
national curriculum, set by the Ministry of Education, 
but it must also teach the skills that a blind student 
must learn, such as learning the read and write using 
the Braille language system and they also learn to 
use a white cane so that they can become more 
independent.

The school educates its students through three years of kindergarten and nine 
years of junior and secondary education. The students then have the opportunity to 
complete Grade 10-12 at the Pattaya Redemptorist Vocational School for the Blind 
which opened in 2013 and also teaches vocational and life skills that will allow the 
students become more independent.

Pattaya Redemptorist School for the Blind
Founded 1986

Father Ray Children’s Home
Founded 1990

Formerly the Home for Street Kids, in 2015 the Children’s Home celebrated its twenty-
fifth	anniversary.

For	over	a	quarter	of	a	century	more	than	six	hundred	youngsters,	school	age	children	
and teenagers who have run away from a life of poverty, abuse and neglect have 
arrived seeking help.

They have run away from home, from poverty, abuse and neglect and they have found 
a place where they are safe, free from the risk of harm.

Children have arrived from all over the Kingdom, from the far north to the deep south 
and from the border in the east with Cambodia to the provinces in the west and along 
the Myanmar border.

We encourage them to go to school, learn new 
skills and gain knowledge and many have gone on 
the study at vocational schools and universities 
campuses around the country.

We want our children to have a better life than 
what their parents and grandparents could ever 
have imagined for themselves.
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An old African proverb states that ‘it takes a village 
to raise a child’. The lucky children who have found 
a home at the Father Ray Children’s Village will 
grow up knowing what it is like to be part of a loving 
family and a happy community.

The Father Ray Children’s Village gives orphaned, 
abandoned & neglected, homeless and abused 
children a home: a home where they will live with 
‘brothers and sisters’ under the watchful eye of a caring ‘mother’.

The Father Ray Children’s Village offers a home where children will be safe, where 
they will feel loved and one where they will feel not just part of a family, but also part 
of a community.

Living as part of a family will give each child the individual care that all children need. 
They	will	receive	the	love	and	attention	that	all	children	require,	and	they	will	have	a	
sense of belonging; they will belong to a family.

Father Ray Children’s Village
Founded 2008

Father Ray Day Care Center
Founded 2008

Each morning youngsters from the poorest 
areas of Pattaya arrive to spend the day in 
a safe environment while they parents go 
off to work.

The center provides all the children with 
breakfast on arrival, as many have no food 
at home, and they also receive lunch and 
snacks.

Uniforms are also provided, free of charge, 
and a nurse visits once a month to check on the health of the toddlers.

The children are learning to socialize with other children, they are learning to read 
and write and they are learning through play, all to prepare them for when they enter 
government school kindergartens.



In 2007 a young mother came to us for help. In her arms she carried her young son, 
she did not know what condition her son had, all she knew was that he was different 
from other children.

Prior to the opening of the Father Ray Center for Children with Special Needs, for 
many children living with autism, Downs syndrome, cerebral palsy or an intellectual 

disability in the Pattaya area there was no 
support.

There was no facility where they could 
receive the therapy they needed to improve 
their lives.

There was no school they could attend 
where they could be educated, where they 
could gain knowledge and learn new skills 
according to their age and ability.

There was no one who could give advice to the family, or provide them with the 
support they need.

Today the Father Ray Center for Children with Special Needs offers physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy, age and ability appropriate education, sports and art therapy, 
vocational training and family support.

Father Ray Center for Children with Special Needs
Founded 2007

Be a volunteer at the Father Ray Foundation and you will have 
memories that last a lifetime
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