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BACK TO SCHOOL
It was still dark when I arrived at the Children’s Village. Five o’clock in
the morning, lights were on in all the houses and as I parked my bike I
noticed the silhouette of little Kim standing outside her house, dancing.
It was the 1st of July, and after three and a half months on lockdown,
stuck in the Village and no one allowed out, the gates were opening, the
new school year was about to start and our youngsters could not be
happier.
From mid-March to July they were at home, they were with their friends,
but they needed to get out, they needed to see other people and to start
socializing with their friends.
They all looked wonderful in their brand new uniforms, some of the
younger children may take a year of more before they eventually grow
into their shirts and blouses, our teenage girls seemed to spend a long
time preening in front of the mirror making themselves even more
beautiful and the teenager boys looked like a gang of thugs!
Not all children were going to school that day. Due to the social distancing

regulations children are going to school
alternate days; Monday, Wednesday and
Friday for most and Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday for the others.
That Wednesday morning, the 1st of July, the
children climbed into five different vehicles,
vans, pick-up truck and a bus, and myself and
the house mothers waved them off, then we
stood still and listened. Silence, there was
nothing to be heard except the birds singing.
For the first time in three and a half months
there was peace and quiet up at the Village,
but it did not last long as a few hours later they
were all arriving back home.
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THE NEW NORMAL
2020 is a year that not many will forget. The year of the pandemic, which for many countries is not yet coming
to an end and for some countries it only seems to be getting worse.
Luckily for us here in Thailand, we are almost back to normal. Hotels, bars and restaurants have reopened, but
there are no foreign tourists here to enjoy them: some foreigners are allowed back into Thailand, only those with
a very good reason, but tourists are not yet allowed back.
When the government announced that schools were allowed to reopen in early July, not all of our students came
back.
At the School for the Blind only 60 students returned, out of the usual 110. After a few weeks we welcomed back
the kindergarten toddlers, and very soon we hope to welcome back our students who have multi-disabilities. We
need to get them back, our school is the best place for them to get the education and therapy they need.
Numbers have been reduced at the Technological College and even at the Father Ray Day Care Center the
numbers went from the usual daily 80 toddlers down to just 35: social distancing rules apply even when the
youngsters are going for their early morning walk.

While I hear news from around the world about people finding it difficult to wear masks, it’s not a problem; you
will get used to it, you can still breathe and all our children and students wear them when they go out, and don’t
they look good?

A GOOD EXAMPLE
I have known one young lady since she first
arrived here as a young six year old. She is now
22 and in her final year at university, studying on
her dream course, Music & Performing Arts.
Earlier this year she received a very special
award from her university, recognized for being a
model student, a hard worker and a team player.
While we have no award to give her, she can also
add role model to our younger children to her list
of achievements.
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A SEMINAR, TWO WORKSHOPS, AND FINALLY ANOTHER SEMINAR.
Child Protection - Just after the children went back
to school we organized a child protection seminar.
Ninety nine staff members from our own projects and
schools, as well as
from similar local
charities, and the
local and provincial
government social
work departments,
listened to three
experts in their
field.

Over the years we have transferred several teenagers
to a ‘Rebirth Center’ in Bangkok, where they learn the
dangers of taking any kind on illegal substance.

Speakers included
the Director of Social Development & Welfare in Chonburi
and the Deputy Provincial Chief Public Prosecutor. A
third speaker came from the Adolescent Psychology
Department at nearby Banglamung Hospital, who gave
a wonderful talk and gave us all a new insight into the
behaviour of teenagers.

Morals & Ethics - Knowing right from wrong is
something that children are taught from an early age,
and while some children (our teenagers) think they
know everything, we still need to sometimes remind
them of how to
behave, what is right
and also what they
should not be doing.

Children cannot stop child abuse, adults can, and so we
must ensure our staff are aware of what abuse is and
how they can prevent it.
Illegal Substances - Drugs are a big problem here in
Pattaya, and they are just as readily available as they
are in other big towns and cities around the world.
Children in our care have taken drugs, swallowed cheap
and illegal tablets and who have smoked marijuana.

We recently organized a workshop with experts from
a drug rehabilitation centre who spent the whole day
talking with our children, talking about the dangers of
taking drugs.
Just as the workshop was coming to an end, the
experts surprised the children by asking for a urine
sample to test for illegal substances. 100% of all
samples were negative.

We asked a group of
youth workers from
City Hall to come
and spend some
time with our children, talk to them, advise them and
pass on their knowledge.
Parenting Skills - At the Father Ray Day Care Center
we invited all the parents to attend a workshop
where they worked together, shared experiences and
anecdotes, all with the aim of making life easier for
everyone. While we are not trying to tell the parents,
and in many cases the grandparents, how they should
be doing things, there is nothing wrong with sharing
ideas with each other and supporting each other.
They shared tips with each other, and while they were
all useful tips we also all now know where to go to
get the best som tam salad in town, and it really is
the best.

NOT MUCH WORK GETTING DONE
During lockdown I spent some time on our farm with our
teenage boys. While there were days when they worked hard,
there were times when not much got done, apart from feeding
and playing with the cows, relaxing and eating fruit straight
from the trees, trying to catch fish, with their hands, and using
the banana trees to practice their kick boxing skills (banana
tree trunks are soft, perfect for kicking).
But we do grow some vegetables and fruit, and we are almost
self-sufficient in pork, chickens and eggs. But we still need to
buy most of our food.

we never turn a needy child away

YOUR MEAL APPEAL
What will you be doing on your birthday? How will you be celebrating your wedding
anniversary? Some of you may be going out for a special meal, buying expensive
gifts or ordering huge bunches of flowers.
How will you remember a parent, a loved one or a
friend on the anniversary of their passing?
Rather than spending money on meals and gifts,
you may want to join our ‘Your Meal Appeal’.
You could make a donation to help feed our children
and the date you give us will be your special day.
So while you are at home getting ready to celebrate
your birthday, or take your husband or wife for a
celebratory meal, you could also be sharing your
celebrations with our children.
If you help support a meal, we will send you photos of the children enjoying Your
Meal on your special day. Visit the ‘Your Meal’ page on our website to feed the
children.

RECENT NEWS
June 8th - 2nd anniversary of the
passing of Brother Denis. Following a
memorial mass, all the children gathered
at the Village to sing happy birthday in
the brand new Brother Denis Memorial
Garden.

June 27th - Did you know there
is such a day as International
Handstand Day? Well there is,
and we take it very serious up
at the Children’s Village.
It takes me a few moments
to show the younger children
what a handstand is, and then
there is no stopping them.
The older boys impress the younger children with their skills; not
only handstands, but somersaults, walking on hands and back
flips, all of them trying to do better than their mates.
And yes, even at my age I can still do a handstand, but I’m not
getting any younger and each year it does take longer to recover!

August 16th - Due to the regulations and
rules of Covid-19 and social distancing,
this year’s Father Ray Day almost never
happened, but it did, bigger and louder than
ever. This year was the 17th anniversary
and we remembered and celebrated his life
and the work he started.

August 21st - The annual sports day at the
Father Ray School for Children with Special
Needs took place and, as usual it was
brilliant, noisy, emotional, fabulous, loud,
and I think this is the best photo of the day,
cheerleaders for the Blue Team.

Following the memorial mass the children
were free to
have
some
fun and to eat
as much as
they wanted
from the many food stalls that local
people set up to feed our children
for free.
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